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‘ Why Was

The River Nile

So Important?




LIBYA

| EGYPT
| Lake Nosser
~
o S
v_£'.
o ' | ERITREA
= Khartoum
." SUDAN s
: Z | Lake Tana
s e
4 }— Conts 2
S ) =
2 = SOUTH ETHIOPIA
CENTRAL -
AFRICAN ~, SUDAN
REPUBLIC
N N,
-{ o S
}
H BEMOCRATIC

REPUBLIC
OF THE CONGO

j-“"‘”’J l\',dor../é ~
S 1/ Lake Victors

BURUNDI TS 3
"- TANZANIA
o { s
——
- "~ 2008

LIBYA

o Siwah

EGYPT

(o)
Mut Al Kharjah

N
-.;"
L
\’ A
Western ASwari - \
O
Die'sie r t \
\
\
R\
" b
: ENE/ 3
S U D A/(J N ,‘.\
9

twinkl.co.uk




The River Nile

The River Nile runs through Egypt.
Most people live along and around
the River Nile.

This is because it is green and
crops can be grown in the areas
around the Nile whilst the rest of
Egypt is desert.

The people of ancient Egypt
depended on the Nile to survive.




Floods

%{ The River Nile would flood every year and leave behind a
rich, black silt that fertilised the soil.

%This was essential for growing food for everyone.

A system of canals that led from the Nile were also used [
to water fields in other areas. This is called irrigation.




Photo courtesy of (michaelgwyther-jones@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence - attribution




Crops and Food

The Egyptians grew wheat and barley as well as fruits
and vegetables like melons, figs, peas, garlic, lettuce and
cucumbers.

Flax was grown for making linen to make clothes.

The Nile was also important for fishing. This was done i
boats with nets.




Transport and Trade

There was no such thing as money in ancient Egypt so
people would trade by swapping things like pottery, food,
jewellery and art etc.

Boats were use to travel up and down the Nile to trade
throughout the country.




Building and Papyrus

Mud from around the River Nile would be used to make
bricks for building.

The papyrus plants around the river were used to make
papyrus which was the paper of the ancient Egyptians.




Photo courtesy of grafixtek (@flickr.com) - granted under creative commons licence - attribution




The Egyptian Calendar

The Egyptian year was based on the happenings of the
River Nile. It had 3 seasons, each one lasting 4 months:

* AHKET - July - October, this was flooding season

* PERET - November - February, the fields were planted
in this season

 SHEMU - March - June, the crops were harvested.
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Useful websites:

https://www.ducksters.com/history/ancient egypt/geography nile r
iver.php

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z3rwmp3

https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/geography/physical-

geogra phv/nile-river-f@
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https://www.ducksters.com/history/ancient_egypt/geography_nile_river.php
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z3rwmp3
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/geography/physical-geography/nile-river-facts/

